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are the result of pathological processes, complicated with others that have 
taken place in the supra-renal capsules, which are often, it is true, nearly ob¬ 
scured by tubercular deposits, causing disturbed action of the nerves surround¬ 
ing the arteria coeliaca—of the plexus coeliacus, and of the semilunar ganglion, 
as also, probably, of the plexus mesentericus superior. 

The diseased condition of the solar plexus is manifested chiefly by defective 
action in its vasomotor fibres, to which is due an overfulness of the vessels of 
the lower portion of the abdomen, and a corresponding diminished fulness of 
those above, except only where they border upon their terminal portions. This 
abnormal distribution of the blood, in proportion to its extent, presents more 
or less resemblance to the phenomena observed in cases of collapse and of anse- 
mia of the nervous centres. The commencement of symptoms of cerebral anae¬ 
mia is probably, in some instances, obscured by the previous development of 
a secondary and but little understood alteration in the blood, and to which is 
very probably to be assigned the bronzed discoloration of the skin. By far the 
greater number of the cases of the so-called Addison’s disease are, therefore, 
judging from their usual chronic course, however extensively the supra-renal 
capsules may be involved, complications of the disease of these bodies with 
disease of some other organ; the nature and extent of which complications, in 
each case, may be made out in the progress of the case, or only by an examina¬ 
tion after death. D. F. 0, 

10. Nature , Origin , and Treatment of Hysteric Diseases. —Dr. Robert Lee 
read an elaborate paper on this subject before the Royal Med. and Ohir. Society, 
(March 8,1870), in which he gave an accurate report of upwards of two hun¬ 
dred cases. The author drew the following conclusions from these cases. In 
none did the disease occur before the age of puberty; and in few after the 
middle period of life. In few of the cases recorded were the functions of the 
ovum and uterus in a perfectly healthy state. In the greater number, there was 
amenorrhoea, dysmenorrhcea, menorrhagia, leucorrhoea, or a morbid state of 
increased or diminished sensibility in the uterine organs, without any organic 
disease. The author added that, in the greater number, there was incurable 
sterility; and he stated that he had been led to conclude from the symptoms 
observed in these cases, that hysteria originates in the ovum, on which men¬ 
struation depends, in which conception takes place, and to the influence of which 
are to be attributed the development of the female pelvis and mammae, and all 
the peculiarities of the female constitution. The result of the author’s dissec¬ 
tions of the renal ganglia and nerves, and those of the ovum, now in the 
museum of the University at Cambridge, were given; and from them an expla¬ 
nation was advanced of the cause of the discharge of a great quantity of 
clear urine after the hysteric paroxysms. Other seats of hysteria were then 
described, with a letter on the subject from Mr. Joseph Swan. The paper 
concluded with a summary of the different remedies employed in the two 
hundred cases ; the last two of these methods of treatment were clitoridectomy 
and cutting away the coccyx. 

11. Convulsive Sneezing , and its Relationship with Migraine, Bronchial 
Asthma, and Hay-Fever. —In the Archiv der Heilkunde , for 1869, Dr. H. Ber¬ 
ber gives the detailed history of the case of a female who, during childhood, 
had suffered from occasional attacks of migraine, with vomiting; subsequently 
she was affected with facial “ tic douloureux which was always especially 
severe at the period of menstruation, which was generally profuse, and also dur¬ 
ing the later months of pregnancy. The especial seat of the facial pain was in 
the course of the supra-orbital nerve. In conjunction with the facial pain there 
were indications of local hyperaemia, injection of the conjunctiva, some oedema 
of the upper eyelid, with a constant involuntary flow of tears. Upon the decline 
of the facial pain, the patient experienced severe, uncontrollable paroxysms of 
sneezing, with a profuse discharge from the nostrils. Subsequently the par¬ 
oxysms of sneezing recurred, without premonition, as an involuntary convulsive 
sternutation, almost every morning shortly after rising. Occasionally the 
patient was affected with eructations, gaping, and asthmatic breathing, 
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From this case, compared with others of a somewhat similar character upon 
record, Dr. F. concludes that there exists certainly an absolute causative rela¬ 
tionship between sternutation and certain disturbances of circulation in the 
lower pelvis, evidenced in women by anomalous menstruation, and in men by 
painful haemorrhoids. 

The same relationship exists between certain other affections, which have 
been also shown to have a near relationship to convulsive sneezing. Especially 
is this the case with migraine, which in its leading symptoms exhibits this rela¬ 
tionship to a considerable extent, as Dr. F. has attempted to show by a careful 
comparison of the symptomatology of the two. Oases are not unfrequently 
met with on record where the two diseases occurred simultaneously in the same 
patient. There is also a peculiar form of bronchial asthma in which almost the 
same prodromata are to be observed as in cases of convulsive sneezing, the same 
dryness of the nasal raucous membrane and that of the throat As in the attack 
of migraine the paroxysms often terminate upon the occurrence of vomiting, so 
by the administration of an emetic an attack of convulsive sneezing or of bron¬ 
chial asthma will be shortened. Dr. F. further shows that the course, symptoms, 
and etiology of the hay-fever are in accordance with those of the so-called 
migraine. He therefore concludes that convulsive sneezing is not of itself a 
special form of disease, but simply a symptom attendant upon any disturbance 
of action in a certain portion of the nervous system, most probably an irritation 
of the par vagum nerve, in the same manner as the diseases closely related to 
it, such as migraine, dry asthma, and hay-fever. Dr. F. supposes that the con¬ 
vulsive expiration through the nostrils is dependent upon a clonic spasm of the 
bronchial muscles, while in cases of dry asthma the spasm of these muscles is 
tonic. We cannot follow Dr. F. in his exposition of the physiological deduc¬ 
tions upon which he bases his views as above. The connection of the several 
affections just referred to with the supposed disturbance of the circulation 
within the pelvis, Dr. F. seeks to explain by a change in the flow of blood 
through the venous system, causing an accumulation to occur in certain vessels. 
When this occurs within the nostrils, the vagus nerve is roused by reflected irri¬ 
tation.— Centralblatt /. d. Med. Wissensch ., April, 1870. D. F. C. 

12. Remarkable Disturbance of the Heart which occurs in Renal Disease .— 
Dr. Wilks brought to the attention of the Clinical Society of London some 
cases illustrating the remarkable disturbance of the heart which often occurs 
in renal disease, more especially when this is of the acute form. During the late 
prevalence of scarlatina, and the succeeding nephritis, he had met with several 
cases of the kind where the patient was seized with a sudden and violent palpi¬ 
tation of the heart, accompanied by all the usual distresses resulting from dis¬ 
turbance of the heart’s action. The same symptoms might be observed in 
chronic renal disease, but to a less degree. Knowing that acute inflammation 
of the heart may arise in the course of scarlatina or nephritis, he had always 
been on the watch for its occurrence, but in the present class of cases the 
disturbance of the heart’s action subsided after a few days without leaving any 
trace of an inflammatory process; only in one case did death occur. He 
believed, therefore, that the cardiac disturbance was of nervous origin, and was 
a symptom of blood poisoning or ursemia. As regarded treatment, Dr. Wilks 
had seen most of the cases in consultation, and thus different methods had been 
adopted. In nearly all stimulants had been administered in consequence of the 
fears of momentary stoppage of the heart’s action. Digitalis had certainly 
been of no avail. In one case, henbane appeared to check the heart’s action. 
His own opinion was, that the condition named being a result of uraemia must 
be treated after the ordinary manner by diaphoretics, purgatives, etc.— British 
Medical Journal , March 26th, 1870. 

13. Croupal Bronchitis terminating favourably. —In the February number 
(1870) of Deutches Archiv f. Klinische Med., Dr. Roth, of Einerscheim, 
relates a rather infrequent case of what he denominates Croupal Bronchitis , 
with a spontaneous favourable termination. A small, weakly, anaemic female, 



